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Digests of Current Reviews 


Two_on the Aisle-Mark Hellinger, 7/19/5le Seven weekly critics filed mild “pro” 
reviews for the new Arthur Lesser revue starring Bert Lehr and Dolores Gray. After 
welcoming the stars back to Broadwey, they generally agreed thet lyrics and book by 
Betty Comden end Adolf Green had several high spots, plus several mediocre spots. 
Elliott Reid's take-off on the entire Kefauver investigation was billed as @ show 
stopper by moste Dances were credited as being extra dull, while music by Jule 
Styne sounded familiar to several. Abe Burrows’ over-all direction was praised. 
Completely “pro” reviews were filed by Abel, Variety; Francis, Billboard; Lardner, 
New Yorker and Newsweek critice They pointed out show can’t rightly be classified 
es “summer entertainment,” because it will remain pleasant in winter, tooe Luke- 
warm “pro” reviews handed in by Keating, Cue and Time reviewer. Former feared that 
sketches could be called “almost smart" while latter thought they could heave worked 
shorter hourse Time man believed the star saved show from what might have been a 
rether negligible revue. 


New York Critics in London 


London’s newest hit ie © revivol of Chekhov's Three Sisters reports Hawkins, 
WT&S. Star of the proceeding is Margaret Leighton’s exciting performance. Sup- 
porting pleyers Diana Churchill and Ralph Richardson aren't making the most of 
their perts. After viewing one of the final performances of Guinness’ Hamlet, the 
critic commented that it was a pity thet the star hadn’t changed his personal at- 
teck on the pley earlier. His performance was one of the most genuinely moving 
Hemlets he had ever seene But it didn’t soar because Guinness’ voice lacks vibran- 
cye.eWaters of the Moon, N.C. Hunter’s play which will be seen in New York this 
season, was the most entertaining viewed by Pllis, Compass. He also enjoyed the 
fine acting by the Oliviers in the twin Cleopatras, and John Gielgud’s revival of 
A Winter’s Tale. 


Strawhet Tryouts 


Island Fling, Noel Coward’s new comedy tested at Westport, Conn, Playhouse by 
John Ce. Wilson and the Theetre Guild, was classed as a typical weak Coward script 
which expertly suited Claudette Colbert as a vehicle. Doul, Variety; Rice, Post, 
and Stern, Show Business, prasied perfect production and expert supporting cast — 
headed by Leon Janney, Edith Meiser and Berry Kroeger...Souvenir from Italy, Louis 
Ducreeux’ comedy tried out at Olney, Maryland, Theatre, will never make Broadway, 
predicts Lowe, Variety, for the scenery is the most interesting item...The King's 
Darling, written and presented by Ivan Becker at the Hotel Astor ballroom, re- 
ceived a rave notice from Shenley, Times, 4s an expertly written play, finely pro- 
ducede Stage hand unions forced show to close after several perfdrmances. 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


Why not set up @ series of lectures by top drama critics to be given each 
yeer at a different drama school as a fitting memorial to Chicago Herald American 
critic Ashton Stevens? The city editor of the late critic's paper is seeking sug- 
gestions for & memorial to perpetuate his namee Ideas may be forwarded to Harry 
Reutlinger in Chicago. 
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* Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ° t 
4 
le NY Times 1l. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 
2e NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journel 22¢ Commonweal 
3e NY News 13. Journal of Commerce 23. Cue 
4. NY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathen 24e Chre Science Monitor 
NY Compass Werd Morehouse 25. Sat. Review Lit. 
6. NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 
Te NY Jourys1 American 172 Variety 272 Time 
8. World Telegram & Sun 18, Billboard 28. Nation 
Je Brooklyn Eagle 19. Theatre Arts 29. New Republic 
10. Newark News 20. New Leader 30. New Yorker 
Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will 
be hits. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommende the 
show for en entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless otherwise noted crities 
voted “pro.” 
AFFAIRS OF STATE-9/25/50 = Cont 
- Nones 16-23-28. 
CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 - Corit 18-19-28-29. So=Sot 3. Nonet 16-21. 
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES-12/8/50 - Cont 6-28, So-Sos 14-18-22-23-27. Nones 21=25 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 - Cont 28, 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 - Cons 28. Nones 19-21. . 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 - Cons 14-19. Nones 21-25-28. 
THE ROSE TATTO0-2/3/51 Cons Nones 12-20-22. 
So-Sos 
SEASON IN THE SUN-9/28/50 = Cont 9-11+20-24-28. So-Sotr 10. 
Nonet 7-13-15-16-21. 
SEVENTEEN-6/22/51 Cont Nonet 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 - Cons So-Sos 23. Nonest 
25029 
STALAG 17-5/8/51 = Cont 4=20=23-28-30. So-Sos 3. Nones 19-21 
TWO ON THE AISLE-7/19/51 Cont Nones 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-4/19/51 Cont Nones 15-19-21 


Sylvester, News, fourth novel, “Indian Summer," will be published in November 
by Random Housee.ePress agent Richard Maney is collaborating with Talluleh Bankhead 
for her autobiography which will be published in Woman's Home Companion and by 
HerpereeeGibbs, New Yorker, will be profiled in Dale Kramer's "Ross and the New 
Yorker” to be published by Doubleday in Novembere.eAbel Green, Variety, and Joe 
laurie, Jre book “Showbiz” will be published in November by Holt..."Shakespeare 
Memorial Theatre 1948-1950" published by Theatre Arts Books...eJane Wolf, Havana Post 
columnist, will writer Josephine Baker's biography for Random Housée.eePrentice Hall 
editor Kenneth S. Giniger working on book of Ashton Stevens writings. 


“No People Like Show People,” Maurice Zolotow’s profiles of eight famous stars 
published by Rendom House, recomrended by Sheaffer, Bagle, and Pager, Cue.--Other 
theatre books highly praised by Sheaffer include Margo Jones’ “Theatre in the Round" 
(Rinehart & Co.), Lionel Barrymore's "We Barrymores" (Appleton-Century Crofts) and 


the book versions of two English plays by Enid Bagnold published by Doubleday as 
"Theetre." 


“The Master of Santiago” a volume of pleys by Henry de Montherlant published 
by Knopf, given so-so review by Pollock, Compasse But book form of “The King and I” 
recommends Pollock, makes very worth while reading- 
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* Book Notes ° 
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CUT RATE BLUES...Le@gue of NY Theatres may have ended Robert Elliott's "Cut Rate 
Ticket Club” before it starts. Theatre owners group issued statement saying 
thet no theotre has agreed to the club’s cut rete plan. Coleman, Mirror, 
thinks the idea deserves a try. Flliott told Billboard that one theatre 
owner has already agreed to cooperate. Variety, before the club was an- 


nounced, commented that two-for-one tickets had been ineffective in prolong- 
ing recent shows. 


CRITICAL ASIDFS...John Hutchens might accept a drama critic job, hears Morehouse, 
WT&S...Rudolph Halley should attend Two on the Aisle, suggests O'Brian, 
Journal American, to pick up TV points from Elliott Reid...Winchell viewing 
the hit shows many times, reports Lait. 


THOSE BARRYMORES...Added starter in bettle against John Barrymore, Jre, who re- 
fused to fulfill contract to appeer in The Hesty Heart in summer stock, is 
Sere Stemm, Newport, RI, Theatre, who filed open letter in press demanding 
that Equity act. She hopes thet some day young Barrymore will uphold the 
greatness of the family tradition. Kilgallen, Journal American, thinks the 
Barrymore clen let him down, not vice versa. 


COLUMBIA REVISITED...After a trip to the Columbia cempus, Coleman, Mirror still 
insists that the university's School of Dramatic Arts isn't active enough. 
i Milton Smith does the best he can with limited resourcese He needs bigger 
{ end better equipment with which to work, enother theatre or two to comple- 
j ment Brender Matthews Theatre, and a larger area for scenery construction. 


COLUMN TIPS...Shuberts will be challenged by Chicago's RKO Palace, which will 
stege plays for the first time in 40 years, says Farrell...Director of a hit 
should check current performences by stars which are turning drama into Mack 
Sennett comedy, urges Kilgellen...Journal American drama columnist should 
chenge his neme to George DEAN Nathan, suggests Lait. 


CRITICS JOBeseItelien Magistrate Court appointed Silvia d*Amica, dean of Rome's 
drema critics, to ascertain if an article written in © newspaper was obscene 
or s work of art, Stogel, Billboard, relates. In the critic's opinion the 
story wes & work of art and libel charges agesinst the reporter were droppede 


ABBEY SENTIMENT.esTears of critics and playgoers over burning of Abbey Theatre 
don't impress McLemore, Journel Americane He's convinced people visited the 
Dublin playhouse beceuse it was the proper thing to do and not because they 
loved the theatre. 


CLASSIC OKLAHOMA...Bveryone should go back to see Oklahoma from time to time, 
suggests Watts, Post. Its affect is at the same time wonderfully cheering 
and pleasantly melancholy. Here is Americen nostalgia made into the most 
winning of musical folklore. Patricia Northrup brings a romantic sweetness 

to the role of Laurey thet was missing in the original. 


Shows that closed include Oklahoma...Summer "Theatre Time" fertures articles 
by Morehouse, WT&S, Gertrude Lawrence and Mary Martine..Morehouse playing non- 

: speaking title role of Clutterbuck for one evening at Westhampton, LI, Playhousée.. 
Phillip Strassberg, NY Mirror, named drama editor of monthly to be published by 

j "Diner's Club".eeBert Lahr and Dolores Gray received “Show of Month Club” annual 
awerde 
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* Theatre News Round Up ' 


LUCILE WATSON..eActress lest seen in Ring Round the Moon doesn't plan to race 
time during her retirement, she told WNBT Ben Graver. Instead she will walk hand 
in hand with ite While most theatre people live in a world apart, she always tried 
to divide her time. The writing of poetry is her favorite hobby. the recited a 
moving tribute to her mother. As for people who insist on putting two "L"s in her 
name, she just doesn't know what to do. 


KENNETH NELSON..-Seventeen lead has only been in New York a year. Keating, 
Cue, discovered. With a single year of college theatre at Baylor University, the 
21 year old Texen signed as an espprentice at Peak's Island Summer Theatre in Maine. 
In New York for six months as ® pitchman in Woolworth's, Ken got his first break 
by not getting a promised role in Flehooley. His agent got him an audition for the 
current show when he was rejected for Flahooleye 


CAROL CHANNING..-Gentlemen Prefer Blondes star hasn’t been changed by success, 
comments Pollock, Compass. Except for ® 15 pound loss in weight, she is the same 
likeable, highly unpredicteble girl of many talents. She isn’t worried about 
people staring because if she doesn’t have her glasses on she can't see them. And 
with her glasses, no one recognizes her. 


You Can't Take It With You, 1937 Pulitzer prize winner and little theatre 
comedy favorite, opéned et Booth Theatre December 14, 1936, to completely unani- 
mous rave reviewse Produced by Sem He Harris, the cast of the comedy about the mad 
Sycamore family included Henry Travers, Josephine Hull, George Tobias, Pav’" True- 
man and George Heller. The suthors were billed as Hart and Kaufman, not vice versa. 
Sets were by Donald Oenslager. The comedy’s lest Broadway revival was at the City 
Center in 1945. While Equity Community Project played it at the De Witt Clinton 
Community Center in April of this year. 


The raves came in spite of admitted lack of plot and impossible situations, 
Atkinson, Times, billed it the authors’ most ingratiating comedy, written with af- 
fection end humor. Watts, Herald Tribune, was sure it was the first hit of the 
seasone Gabriel, American, loved it so much he hated to heve the curtain go down 
between ects. Gilbert, World Telegram, agreed with all of the critics in compli- 
menting every member of the excellent cest. Lockridge, Sun, found it funnier 
than a family album and quite as unexpectede Mantle, News, correctly predicted 
the comedy would run for many seasonse Director Kaufman shared plaudits with caste 


Newsweek and Time critics felt that mad situations plus excellent acting made 
up for complete ‘ack of plote Vernon, Commonweal, recommended it as a play to be 
seen &gain and againe Isaacs, Theatre Arts, joined the bandwagon but had to admit 
she thought authors wrote script with one eye on the movies. Krutch, Netion, 
hoped the uninhabited pley would lead people to yield to their suv»ressed desires. 
Even George Jean Nethen liked ite In his “Morning After First Night" book in 1936 
he classed it as a “really humorous exhibit." 


New Haven RR. August Show Trein for The King and I...Top of $7.20 announced 
for Olivier's twin Cleopatra productions...eYul Brynner, The King and I, lectured 
at Columbia's Living Theatre course..eLeague of New York Theatres appointed com- 
mittee to deal with menegers, treasurers, docrmen, ushers and cleaners unions; 
contrects expire August 31. 
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